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2. 24 '3 Feet — rhythm reversal (stress-shift)

1. Read the passage in <A> and the examples in <B>, and follow the directions. [4 points]

<A>

When there are two or more feet in a word or phrase, in general, the rightmost foot gets a

primary stress. Therefore, many English speakers would feel that ‘teen’ is stronger than ‘four’ in

‘fourteen.” Another important tendency of English stress is that speech carries a regular alternation

between stronger and weaker units. When ‘fourteen men’ is spoken in conversational style, the

primary stress of ‘fourteen’ is adjusted. Since ‘men’ gets the primary stress of the whole phrase,
‘four’ is pronounced more strongly than ‘teen’ to avoid the clash of two lexical primary stresses.

(1) a. compact [ kam'pakt]
compact disk ['kam peekt "disk]
b. thirteenth [ B31'tin0]

thirteenth place  ['031 tind 'pleis]

c. good-looking [ gud'lokm]
good-looking tutor ['gud lukm 'tjutai]

d. academic [ &ko'demik]
academic banter ['ako demik 'baentor]

As exemplified in (1), the secondary and the primary stresses of a word are reversed when it is
followed by another word. This is called ‘stress-shift” or ‘rhythm reversal.’

Although English speakers have a strong tendency to use a regular rhythm in their speech, it is
not the case that this stress-shift takes place whenever the two feet containing a lexical primary stress
are adjacent. Look at the data in (2).

(2) a. maroon [ma'1un]
maroon sweater  [Ma'1un 'swetai]
b. away [o'wer]
away game [o'wer "geim]
c. surrounding [so'1avndim]
surrounding crowd [sa'ravndm 'kraud]
d. dependent [dr'pendant]

dependent clause [dr'pendant 'kloz]

<B>
a. maternal [ma'tsinal] love
b. economic [, eka'namik] growth
c. unexplained [ anik spleind] symptom
d. approved [2'pauvd] courses

Note: The phonetic forms given in <B> are the pronunciations of the first words when they are produced in isolation.
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Based on <A>, choose the TWO phrases where stress-shift can occur in <B>. Then, besides the given
phonological condition for stress-shift underlined in <A>, state an additional phonological condition
necessary for stress-shift.

A [OIA[ER 1]
The two phases where stress-shift can occur are (b) and (c).
The first word must have the (weaker) first foot with which the (stronger) second foot can switch.

A [OA[ECF 2]
The phrases are (b) and (c). The first of the two adjacent feet must be preceded by another weaker
foot.

A [OIA[ER 3]
They are (b) and (c).
The first word must have the secondary stress before the primary stress.

=> [I2 page 18 AY OIXY,

= L= (T 0] 2XIE HSARE=
-05H 012 2190 ZXN| foot EXMTt THSE. O trend Tt E NAUS O
- 21 BEE Carr & Z2IGHH 071M 2XINF EE LEZS 24012t oIS,
- foot EME 218, 224, 234, 24 H Q14 4 W+ =X,

[ SHE]

Rhythm Reversal = Applied English Phonology Z2|2} 2021~2023 H ROEXEZ 0|0O|
CHEACE x| H HZE =X oMdEXFtD of7|=0 oo Z=HEZ|IRACE of2fof
L} %0| Philip Carr 2| *{0| 2 o0|C},

¥ Rhythm Reversal 2 CHE 2O EX (FAF AF): 20210710 EOj<t 7,8 & 1 2| /
20220924 FO{st 33| /20221001 FO{Et 4 3

* HA
[&7: English Phonetics and Phonology: An Introduction (Carr, 2012), 2nd ed., pp. 101~103]
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& Eurythmy and rhythm reversal

eurythmy: S-W-S-W pattern

stress clash: adjacent S-labelled feet = an S-S sequence of feet
Stress clash may be resolved through rhythm reversal.
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® ka de mik  ben = ® ka de mik  ban ta

(academic banter) (academic banter)
academic banter — (20)0|A{ rhythm reversal ZO{LIH (21)0| &.

good-looking tutor ~ — (23)0|A] rhythm reversal 2 O{E.
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